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And if ye ſhall ſay, What ſhall we eat 

 _ the Seventh Year ? behold, we ſhall 

not ſow, nor gather in our Increaſe - 

Then I will command my Bleſſing upon 
yon in the Sixth Tear, and it ſhall 
bring forth Fruit for three Tears. 


N this Book of Leviticus we have a 
Collection of all the Ceremonial Laws 

obſervable by the Jewiſh Nation, in 
c(the moſt - ſolemn Parts of their Divine 
Wor ſhip) their Sacrifices ; of whatever kind 
thoſe Offerings were: whether Expiatory, for 
the Remiſſion of Sins committed; or Eucha- 
riſtical, in Acknowledgement of Mercies re- 
| ceivd, In the Twenty third Chapter, we 
have a Liſt of the ſeveral - Holy Convocations or 
Fraſts of the Lord; wherein all the People (the 
whole Congregation of Iſrael) were to aſſemble 
themſelves together, for the more effeftual- and 
more acceptable Performance of :1o. publick a 
Duty: ſuch as the Weekly Sabbath, the Paſſo- 
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ver, Pentecoſt, Feaſt of Tabernacles, and the 


like. Each of theſe fell under the general 
Name of Sabbath; as being (all of em) 
Days of Reſt from their ſervil Labours, con- 
ſecrated and et apart for the Spiritual Exer- 


ciſes of Piety and Devotion. Nay, the Se- - 


venth of their MoxrRsS (as well as Dars) 
was Sabbatical; beginning with the | Feaſt of 
Trumpets, and crouded with others (of diffe- 
rent Denominations) in the following Weeks. 


To the exact Obſervance of all theſe, and 


the» Oniclawing of them in + their reſpective 
Senſans, was that Nation ſtrictiy oblig d even 
in the Doſerts : but (in this Twenty fifth 
Chapter) a new Scene of Religious Exergilc 


spend, and the Number of their Sahbaths 


yet farther increas d. When they come into 
the Land of Canaan, and are in quiet poſſeſ- 
fron of all that Eaſe and Plenty that had 
been affur d to them by the Promiſe of God, 
then auas che whole Land to keep 4 Sabbath to 
er the Lord. For thus runs the Law : Six Nears 
„e then Jhaltfow:thy Field, and fix Years thou ſhalt 
prune thy M me yurid, and gather in the Fruit there- 


H Bat inltſr Seventh Lear ſhall, he 4 Sabbath 


Thon 


of \Re/t-amto\the' Land, u Sabbath for the Lord : 
; ; 


l 
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Thou ſhalt neither ſow thy Field, nor prune thy 
- Vineyard: Thou ſhalt not reap * much as 0 
f which groweth of its own accord, out of che 
: ſcatter d Grains of thy former Harveſt, nor 
gather the Grapes of thy Vine undreſs'd. And 
1 the great De ſig n of the Almighty Lawyiver, 
| i laying this Reftraint on the Proprietor, 
q and forbidding him this Year to claim the 
Product of his own Inheritance, is elſewhere 
accounted for in this manner: That the Poor Exod. 23. 
thy People may eat it; and what they leave, the © 
eaſts of the Field ſhall eat. 
But — This is not all: For, Ie ſhall like · Levit. 25. 
wiſe hallow the Fiftietßh ear, and proclaim Li- 
berty throughout 75 the Land, unto all the Inha- 
bitants thereof. It ſhall be a Jubilee unto you ; 
neither ſhall ye ſow-or reap in it, Here ſeems to 
be an Hijunction more ſevere than any thing 
that was formerly commanded them: ſince 
it muſt be altogether unconoeiyable, to ſuch a 
faitbleſs People as the Hraelites were, how twas 
poſſible for Hikes to ſubſiſt (much leſs to be 
Cheerful and Merry) on a Fiftieth Year ; where- 
on they are thus ſtrictly forbidden to ſom 
and reap, notwithſtanding that the Forty ninth 
Was alſo to be barren and 2 'T his 
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Conſideration muſt certainly have prov'd ex- 

tremely perplexing, were not the Threatning Ca. 

lamity at too great a Diſtance to become the 

Object of their preſent Fears : but, ſince 'tis 

4 long before ſuch a_Tryal of their Obedience can 

| happen, let us ſee how they are prepared for | 

| the Payment of their Duty upon a leſs pux; b 

a )) di bob bo; 1 

4 That which the Text propoſes to our Exa- 

| mination, is, What (in all likelybood) will be 

the Behaviour of this People upon the ap- 

proach of their firſt whole ears Sabbath, 
whereon their very Lands and  Inberitances 
(their Felds, Oliveyards and Vineyards) are com- 
manded to reſt as well as Jhemſelves? And 
we cannot but immediately diſcover that it will 
be full of Diſtruſt and Uneaſmeſs, If ye ſhall 
ſay (and ſay it they will; for a froward and 

= perverſe Generation they are, and ever have 

| been) What ſhall we eat the Seventh ear ? For, 

| Behold, we ſhall. not ſow nor gather in our In- =o 

| creaſe. Then will the Lord, the Almighty One | 

# ' of»{frach,..give\.you; freſh | Inſtances of the 

| Greatneſs of bis Power, and make it manifeſt. 

in the fight .'of the Heathen, that his Arm is 

woti ſhortned,:,but his Hand is ſtretched out ſtill. 
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Then will 1 command my Bleſſ Ing upon you in the 
SixTH Near 5 and it ſhall bring forth Fruit 
i for three Tears, Upon which Words 1 ſhall 
| beg leave to "orgy, in ſome general Refle- 
ctions, 


2 9 the common Frailty and Shortfighted- 


neſs of Human Reaſon ; which is apt to 
tempt Men to DeFpair, 


II. On the Boundleſs Power and Goodneſs 
of GO D, in the unaccountable Proviſion - 
which 5 ſometimes makes for the Sup- 
port and Relief of the Faithful. From 

which two e Heads it will be 

| OT 80 


in. To draw a few Practical 3 1 
Concluſions, applicable to the happy 
MP of chis Day. And — 


* Fixs r; Single Humane Pe. unaſiſted 
by Faith and Revelation, is extremely frailand 
ſhortſighted ; upon every pinching: Ba 
tempting Men to Deſpair and a ſinful Diſtruſt 
in the future Providences and Merries of God. 
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Sermon Preachd © 


Matth. 6. 
31 & 32». 


Our bleſſed Saviour, in his Sermon on the 


Mount, makes this one of the moſt ſure and 


fundamental Rules of our Goſpel-Faith, That 


we ſhould take no Thought, ſaying, What ſhall 


we eat, or what ſhall we drink, or wherewithal 


ſhall we be clothed : for after all theſe things do 


the Gentiles ſeek, As if he ſhould have ſaid, 
They that are not appriz'd of the Dignity 
and Immortality of their own Souls, nor of 
the Alwiſe Providence of God in the daily 
Diſpoſal of things below ; they that look not 


forwards, beyond the Grave ; nor backwards, 


beyond the force of Second and Immediate 
Cauſes ; who think Themſelves and the other 
Parts of the Univerſe equally ſubject to the 


Caſualties of Time and Chance, farther than 


by their own prudent Conduct they are able to 
ſecure a Supply for their future Wants ; thele 


diſquieting Thoughts concerning the Things of 
the Morrow : laying up in ſtore for imaginary 


_ 


Men will be always under very anxious and 


Days of Famine, and waſting their Strength 


and Spirits in a foolifh Conflict with the Sha- 


dows of ſuch Evils as are at a diſtance, and 
perhaps only paſſing by, 


Whereas 
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deemer has brought Life and Immortality to light | | 
through his Goſpel, are to build their ſaving | 
Knowledge upon more certain and ſolid Foun- 
dations ; and, being taught to look for new 
Heavens and a mu Earth wherein dwelleth Righ- 
teouſneſs, they are not very /ollicitows about 
what ſhall (or can) betide them in a Country 
where they are well aſſur d they never can 
have any Continuing City. As to the Neceſſa- 
ries or Conveniencies of their preſent Mortal 


ras CA, 
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| State, their Heavenly Father knoweth that they 
ö have need of all theſe things; and upon his 


Eternal and Immutable Goodneſs they dare 
confidently rely for their being fed with 
155 Food as he ſees to be moſt convenient for 
them. S EY: 55 

A true Follower of the Cuciß d Jeſus will 
always argue chus: as having his Faith 
founded on a Rock; againſt which no Change 
of Weather, in the 1 Revolutions of 
Worldly Affairs, ſhall ever be able to prevail. 
And tis a little amazing that the Jews (God's 
peculiar Heritage) ſhould have different Notions 
of theſe matters, falling in with the Gentiles 


* 
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ö in their moſt ſtupid and unreaſonable Methods 
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of Thinking. I ſhall only now conſider that 


People in the Condition wherein we find them 
in the Text, ſojourning in the Wilderneſs and 
on their way to the Land of Promiſe : And, in 
every ſtep they make thither, we find juſt 


Cauſe to magnify the Infinite Preſcience (as 


well as unparallel'd Goodneſs) of God, in 
forewarning them againſt their dropping una- 


wares into all the groſs Abominations of 


the Canaanitess How juſt and gracious are 
ſuch Precautions, when Men have alread 


given themſelves up to the Pagan Modes of 


Judging and Determining in all the Concerns 
and Occurrences of Human Life * If we 
can once forget the Only true God, or (which 
is all one) not diſcern Him in the common 


and daily Wonders that he doth for the Children 


of Men; we are then ripe for Idolatry, and in 
a Readineſs to put our Truſt in that wherein 


there is no Help. 


In that foremention d Pilgrimage of theirs, 
tho? God always viſibly led them by the hand, 
with what an unmannerly Sullenneſs and Di- 


truſt did they conſtantly murmur againſt 


the: moſt Fligh * How inſolent and provoking 


was their Carriage towards their Infinitely 


Good 
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Good and Powerful Deliverer? After the Va- 
ters of Marah had been miraculouſly /weetned Exod. 15. 
for them, and they were newly brought to 
the twelve Well of Elim, they are not much 
farther advanced on their Journey before we 

meet with the whole Congregation loudly mur- 
muring againſt Moſes and Aaron in this frantic 
manner : Would to God that we had dyd by the Exod. 16, 
hand of the Lord in the Land of Egypt, when* © 
we ſate by the Fleſh-pots, and when we did eat 
Bread to the full ; for ye have brought us forth 

þ into this Wilderneſs to kill this whole Aſſembly. 

; Had they fallen into the midft of thoſe 
; Plagues that ſwept away their cruel Tax- 
| - maſters, they had then (they reckon'd) gone 

N with full Bellies; and endured no more 

Fo the tranſient Tortures of a fi ngle Death : 

1 whereas, to antedate their laſt Agonies by a 
daily pining away, and dying piecemeal, was 
more terribly ſhocking to Nature than the 
readier Diſpatches of the Sword or Peſti- 
lence. 

On ſome following Occurrences we have the 
like fretful Proteſtations againſt their wiſe and 
proſperous Leaders; and the old Cavils renew'd 
wich a freſh appearance of Zeal and Vehe- 


mence. 
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we WP mence. Wherefore, ſay they, have ye made us 
toben tg come up out of Egypt, to bring us into this 


EVIL Prace? If is no place of Seed, or of Figs 


or Vines, or of Pomegranates, neither is there 


any Water to drink, The laſt, and moſt 


preſſing, Part of this Remonſtrance is preſent- 


ly replyd to, with an Air of Authority be- 
coming thoſe that made the Anſwer : Fear 
now, ye Rebels, Muſt we fetch Water out of this 
Rock? Behold then and ſee the Satvation of 
God : 4nd Moſes lift up bis hand, and with his 
Rod be ſmote the Rock twice, and the Waters 
came out abundantly ; and the Congregation drank, 


and their Beaſts alſo, We do not here read 


19 & 20. 


of their being likewiſe gratify'd with, Meat 
for their Luſts, their deſir d Figs and Pomegra- 


nates : and the Royal P/almiſt ſeems to inform 


us that hereupon they continu'd their Blaſphe- 
mies, ſaying, Can God furniſh a Table in the 
Wilderneſs * Tis true, Ee ſmote the Rock, 


that the Waters guſh'd out, and the Streams over. 


flowed : but, Can he give Bread alſo? Can he pro- 


vide Fleſh for his People? 


This was certainly a moſt irreverent, a 


moſt impudent, skrewing up of the Divine Pro. 


vidence to attend the Carnal Affections of 


Man- 


, y 
r 
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Manhood: whereof no other People but this, 
that had been ſingled out as the proper Object 

of the Mercies and Long-ſufferings of God, 
could ever have been guilty. In all theſe 
Inſtances, and many more that might be gi- 

ven, we ſee how agreeable the Natural Di- 
Fþoſition of the Iſraelites was to that of the 
Iolatrous Nations; who nevertheleſs were to 

be deſtroy d by them, and whoſe fruitful 
Lands they were to inherit : And, for the 
better underſtanding of this Myſtery, we ought 

ro obſerve that (in all theſe peeviſh Reſolu- 
tions) there was a Jumble of the Hebrews 

and Egyptians, of Believers and Infidels. For, 

tho God's Commiſſion mentions no more 
than the bringing of the Children of Iſreal from Exod. 6. 
the Land of Egypt, according . to their Armies, 2 
marſhall'd into the many Bands or Families 

of their ſeveral Tribes; yet we are told, 
That there was a mixt Multitude that went up god. 12. 
alſo with them: and, in the ſubſequent Hiſtory 3s. 

of their Marches, we find that it was this ver) 

mixt Multitude that was among them which fil. 

fell a luſting, and (by their faithleſs Example) 
drew in the Children of Vrael alſo to weep, and Num. 11. 
to ſay, Who ſhall give us Fleſh to eat? Cor-“ 

os | rupt 
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rupt Nature being the ſame in both, 'twas 
no wonder that (in every of theſe Argu- 
ments) the Heathen prevail'd, and appear'd 
uppermoſt in the Cauſe; nor that the Com- 
mon Frailties of unguarded Reaſon led the 
whole Aſſembly to Fair Theſe are the 
Weakneſſes, theſe the Inperfections, of Huma- 
nity! But— _ | 


Il. SzxconvLy ; The Text calls us, from 
theſe tormenting Reflections on our own In- 
potency, to the more cheriſhing Contempla- 
tion of the boundleſs Power and Conde of _ 
God in the unaccountable and aſtoniſhing Pro- 
. viſion which he ſometimes makes for the 
| Support and Relief of the Faithful. If he re- 
quires it from us that our Land ſhould reſt 
one Year in Seven, he's abundantly able to 
provide for our Subſiſtence (in that and the 
next following) by commanding bis, Bleſſings 
on us in the Six Th Near, that it may bring 
forth Fruit for three Years : Which extraordi- 
nary Mercies were ſo frequently afforded to 
the Jews, that they ought to have been re. 
ly'd on, as what were now become familiar 
and Things of courſe, When the Lord was 
EET =: | WW... 
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pleas d to rain down the Bread of Angel. from | 
Heaven for them in the dry and barren Wil- | _ 
derneſs, and they went out and gathered 4 cer. Exod. 16 
tain rate every day, that which they brought 3 
on the Sixth day was to be twice as much as | 
they gathered daily: ſo that, their Weekly Cab. 
baths being thus amply provided for in ſuch a 
Country of Mant and Diſtreſs, there was the 
leſs Cauſe, (indeed, none at all) to ſuſpect 
at the like would not be afforded in RG 
Annual ones which they were to obſerve in 
the Land of Promiſe, a Land flowing with Milk 
and Honey. 
ML had hitherto, ſince the Day that 
left their ſorry Tents in Goſhen, ſeen 
od fel continual 1 of Judah s being 
Gor s Sanftuar „ and I rael his Dominion: and 
if the Sons o Jacob pts Jofeph did not right- 
ly diſcern his Omnipotenc), in the many and 
great Wonders that he wrought for them, 
they were more ſenceleſs than even the ina- 
nimate Parts of the Creation. For, The Va- pa. --. 
ters ſaw thee, 0 God, the Waters ſaw thee and'* 
were afraid: the Depths alſo were troubled. The 
Price of thy Thunder was in Heaven ; and the 
Earth trembled and Ba: This is part of 


that 


N 
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that Elegant Deſcription which is given of their 
Exod. 14. Miraculous Reſcue: When Moſes ſtretched out 
e his band over the Sea, and the Children of Iſrael 
: went upon the dry ground, the Waters being a 
Mall unto them on their rigbt- hand and on their 
left; when the Lord lbookd into the Hoſt of the 
Egyptians, through the Pillar of Fire and of 
the Cloud; when he took off their Chariot-wheels, 
and overthrew themſelves, ſo as that there re. 
main d not ſo much as one of them, The Apo 
i Cor, 10. ſtle tells us, That, by this Deliverance, the 
Iſraelites were all baptized unto Moſes in the 
Cloud and in the Sea: and it might certainly 
have been moſt juſtly hoped that ſuch a Peo- 
ple as this (to whom the-Channels of the deep 
Waters, and the Foundations of the World, had 
been thus diſcover d) would have preſently en- 
terd into an Everlaſting Covenant with a God 
of ſo much Power and Goodneſs, and grate- 
fulh oblig d themſelves and their Poſterity to 
keep bis Teſtimonies and obſerve his Laws, Yet 
very ſure we are, that with many of theſe God 
was afterwards not well pleasd ; being forced 
to overthrow them: But — our preſent Buſi- 
neſs is not to enquire after the Number of Their 
Tranſgreſſions, but the Multitude of his 2 
O- 
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Provocations, He ſtill remember à the Covenant 


that he made with Abraham, and the Oath that 
be ſware unto. Maac ; and, even wow, there 
were ſome ' ſuitable Objects of his Loving- 
kindneſs, ſome of his Faithful ones, mingled in 
the Aſfemblies of the Mnrighteons, The Con- 
gregation it ſelf might be (and doubtleſs was) 
moſtly made up of profligate and perverſe Miſ- 


bo 


creants: but twas by Faith (as the ſame 


Apoſtle elſwhere obſerves) | that Moſes, | their 2 


the King, and paſs d through the Red-ſea as by 


dry Land, T was the ſame Faith that pre- 


| vaild, when God clave the Rocks in the Nil. 


| derneſs 3 and gave chat murmuring People 


Drink as out of the great Depth: when he 


rained Fleſh upon them as Duſt, and feather'd ex. 18. i5 
Fowls like as the Sand of the Sea, In theſe < 7 
and a thouſand other Miracles, which he + 


wrought for them, they remember d not bis 
hand, nor the Day when be delivered them from 
the Enemy; but their Rulers, being ſteady and 

conſtant in their Faith, and a firm Reliance on 
(their Almighty Principal) the Lord of Hoſts, 
brought them, in ſpight of all their own De- 


G3 merits, 


ee ee 
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merits, to tze Border of his Ry even to 
the Mountain which bis own right-hand had 

chaſed; caſting out the Heathen alſo befwe 
them, dividing them. an Inheritance" by* Line, and 


©} making. the Tribes of Iſrael to dwell in their 


Tents, 
Nor did G0d only manifeſt his Goodneſs 
wad Power in giving ſuch Strength to his 
Servant Moſes, as that by his hand mighty Signs 
and Wonders were daily wrought ; but he gave 


| alſo the like Proofs of Conſtaney in his Care 


and Protectiam over him in the Deſtruction that 


he made of thoſe impious Rebels that mutinyd 
againſt him in the Camp of Iſrael. The moſt 
formidable of theſe Tumults was that Inſurre- 


Num. 16. tion which was rais'd by Corah, Dathan and 


— with their Two hundred a fifty Princes 

5 Aſemby ; who were all Men of the 
ſame factious "and levelling Principles with 
Themſ elves. The Ring: leaders of this Sedition 
ſer 40 firſt Example o if making and diſper ſing 


Declarations for the. Rights of the Church, in 
oppoſition to all Eſtabliſhments of Govern- 
ment, both Eccle ſiaſtical and Civil : For, they 
gathered themſelves together againſt Moſes. lol 
againſt Aaron, and ſaid unto them, Te take n 
muc 
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much upon you z ſeeing al the Congregation are 
holy, every one of them, and the Lord is among 
them : Wherefore then lift ye up Jour ſelves above 
the Congregation of the Lord? 
Here's the primitive Claim of Parity and 
uality amongſt all the ſeveral Members of 
the Church of God; challenging a Common and 


General Liberty of Adminiſtration in the 


Higheſt nicer of his Worſhip. And ſuch 
an antient Precedent had been doubtleſs of ſin- 
gular Uſe and Authority, and a ſpecial Sup- 


port to Schiſm in all ſucceeding Generations, had 


not the Lord ( by a miraculous Token) ap- 


prov'd the Miniſtry of Auron; when he de- 


clared that this was He whom he had choſen, 


by his Cauſing him to come near unto him : but, 


as this irregular ſeeking of the Prieſthood was 
at that time a new kind of Trangreſſion, ſo 
God was pleas'd to make a new thing (to evi- 
_ dence his Wrath in an extraordinary manner) 
in the ſuirable Puniſhnent thereof. The Earth 
opened her mouth, and ſwallowed them up : They 
and all that appertained unto them went down 
alive into the Pit; and the Earth cloſed upon 
them, and they pre "_ ann the Congre: 


" +4 
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One would have thought, That *rwas in- 
poſſible but ſuch an exemplary and fagnal De- 
monſtration of the Terrors of the Lord-in his 
Fudgments muſt have produced à Religions 
Dread and Reverence in the Hearts and 
| Minds of this People; and that this whole 
Tranſaction, as well as the Brazen Cenſers, 
would have been an everlaſting Memorial un- 
to them, that no Stranger, which is not of the 
Secd of Aaron, come near to offer Incenſe unto 
the Lord; and yet, on the very morrow after, 
all the bewitch'd Congregation gather themſelves 
together in the like riotous manner as before, 
repreſenting this juſt Execution of the Wrath 
of God as a barbarous Murder of the Im- 
cent ; nor could a leſs Miracle than the bud- 
ding of Aaron's Rod wholly ſilence or quite 
take away their Murmurings, Many and num- 
berleſs more are the Proofs which God gave 
of his bowidleſs Power, in the Preſervation o 
his Servant Moſes ; when he led his People, as 
a Flock, through the Wilderneſs. Thele are the 
leſs needſul ro be any farther inſiſted on; be- 
cauſe, to us Chriſtians, the Doctrine of God's 
Univerſal Providence has been ſet in ſo good a 
Light by our Saviour himſelf, as that it wants 
A 34% | no 


no Hſtration either from Arguments or Exam — 
ples. Tale no thought, ſays he, for Jour Life, Luk 12. 
what ye ſhall eat ; neither for the Body, what Je 
ſhall put on. Conſider the Ravens ; for they nei- 
ther ſow nor reap, which neither have Store-houſe 
nor Barn, and God feedeth them. Flow much 1 
more are ye better than the Fowls * Much . 
_ worſe, moſt: certainly, ſhould we be than they; 
if, having his Benefits in an infinitely greater 
| Abundance, our Eyes ſhould wait leſs upon him, 
and our Confidence in his Goodneſs and Power 
fall ſhort even of that of the young Lions, that Pf 104- 
feek their Meat from God. Whar therebore nee © 


mains, is only to conſider 


* 1 — Se. © * -4 
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G IL Inthe TIN D and LAS r place, How 
the Doctrines of the Text are now to be beſt 
improv'd; by drawing ſuch Practical Infe- 
rences and Concluſions from them, as are moſt 
applicable to the happy Solemnity of this Day. 
\ The Character that we have of good King «Kin. 18. 
Hexekiah, is this: That be truſted in the Lord c 
God of Iſrael, ſo that after him was none like 
him, of all the Kings of Judah, nor any that 
were before him; that, in the exact Obſervance 
of all Religions Rites, he. conſtantly clave 


unto 
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unto the Lord; that he threw off the Aſſhrian 
| Yoke, that Ignominious Bondage to which his 
Predeceſſor 4haz had ſubjected his Crown, 
and reaſſum d the Antient and Imperial Sove- 
raignty of the Houſe of David : and yet, in 
the Reign of this Excellent Prince, Samaria 
and the other fenced Cities of Judah were 
taken by the King of ria, and Jeruſalem 
it ſelf reduced to ſuch Calamitous Straits as 
were very deplorable. In theſe dificult Cir- 
cumftances, the devout King berakes himſelf 
to his Prayers: O Lord our God, I beſeech 
thee, ſave thou us out of his hand, that all the 
Kingdoms of the Earth may know that thou art 
the Lord God, even thou only, His Petition is 
graciouſly heard ; and an Aſſurance given him 
that the Almighty will ſhortly put his Hool in 
Sennacherib's Noſe, and his Bridle in his Lips, 
and will turn him back by the way by which he 
came: and, for the more certain Accompliſh- 
ment of this Promiſe, This (ſays the Pro- 
phet) ſhall be a Sign unto thee ; ye ſhall eat 
this Lear ſuch things as grow of themſelves, and 
in the ſecond Near that which ſþringeth of the 
ſame ; and, in the third Tear, ſow ye and reap, 
and plant Vmeyards, and eat the Fruits thereof. 
nt | Con- 
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Conſidering the mighty Havock and Deva. 
ſtations that were lately made in the Coun- 
trey, this Sign (Good and Gracious as it prov d 
to be) was a much ſtricter Tryal of Faith 
than what the Text offers to our Thoughts ; 
or what we can think applicable to the pre- 
ſent State and Condition of our own Af- 
fairs. | - 

We are now Entring upon the Six TA 
Year of a Reign full fraugbt with Glories; 
the Hiſtory whereof is gratefully recounted in 
all the ſeveral Parockial Aſſemblies of the 
Whote Iſland, There can be no occaſion for 
the repeating of thoſe Amals in this place; 


where every part of their Story is ſo well 
| known, and ſo ſenſibly felt. But — If each 


of the five foregoing Years has been crown' d 
with a double Harveſt of Bleſſings ; if, in 
every of theſe we have had the Fruit of two 
ears, a Crop of Victories and Succeſſes two- 
fold more than we could reaſonably have had 
the Courage to hope for; What (in the 
Name of God, and his never failing Provi- 
dence | ) can hinder us fiom an humbly confi- 
dent Expectance that our God will command 
his Bleſſings on us in the Six TH Lear in a yet 

grea- 
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greater Plenty : and that it ſhall comfortably 
outdo the Goodneſs of the reſt, in bringing 
forth Fruit for three Nears, or (it we deſerve it) 
for as many Ages. 

If we look Abroad, we have the Satisfa- 
ction of beholding the whole Confederate In- 
tereſt (wherein We are engaged) moſt hap- 
pily reſcu'd from the diſmal Appreben ſions, 


which they lately had, of being brought in- 


to a General Vaſſalage; of falling a Sacrifice 
in the hands of that mercileſs People, who 

had already perſecuted their Brethren in a 
much more fierce and ſavage manner than 
ever Diocleſian, or the moſt rigorous of the 
Heathen Emperors, had formerly dream'd of. 
Thoſe antient Pagans were uſually content 
with the Execution of a few Chriſtians out of 
each Troop. or Regiment : whereas the modern 
Patrons of Idolatry, that Army with Banners 
wherewich we had to deal, had {wept whole 
Cities, and dragoon'd Entire Provinces into 


Baniſhment or their Graves. Theſe were 


Truths ſo notorious and beyond all Contradi. 
ction, that we had Thouſands of miſerable 


| Witneſſes (of the Matters of Fact) in this 


Kingdom, who had, all of 'em, had their 
bY Shares 
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Shares in the common Calamities of theit Na- | 
tive Soil; whence they were not allow'd to 
bring off any thing, but what could not be 


taken from them. Eſcape for thy Life, look not 9 
behind thee, leſt thou be conſumed, was Advice ö 
which theſe poor Creatures thought as ſeaſo 1 


nable for Themſelves, as ever it was to Lot 
in his Flight from Sodom. 

And, afrer fuch Outrages as theſe within 
doors, we were not ſurpriz d to hear of their 
like Treatment of Foreigners: we did not 
wonder at the Stories that were told us of 
their ſqueezing Contributions out of the Yan- 
2 Cicies, and ſetting them on Fire as 
oon as they were run dry ; nor that Men 
that were chus Train d up, in the Pillaging of 
their own Fellow · Subjects, ſhonld ſport them. 
ſebves with the ſame Barbavities in an Ene- 
my s Country. We faw what fort of Enter- 

taumnent we were to have expected, if the 

Almighty (in his infinite Goodneſs and Com- 
paſſion) had not miraculouſly turn'd awa 
the Stroke of bis Fury from us; and not ſuffer' d 
any ſuch Plagues as theſe to come nigh our 
Dwellmgs,, Hlitherte, the Lord our Strength, 
our Buckler,. the Horn of our Sal yution and our 
A „ Refuge, 
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Refuge, has deliver'd us; having, in a moſt. 
aſtoniſhing manner, ſaved the People that were 
in Adverſity, and brought down the high looks of 
the Proud ; and, if our Sins do not interpole, 
he will ſtill continue to deliver us, and to com- 
mand his Bleſſmgs on our Soveraign and Her 
Armies, till he has per fected and ſecured our 
Ranſom. 7 

When we come to look Inwards, and to 
view the Poſture of our Affairs at Home, the 
Proſpe& is ſtill the more Cheriſhing. Our 
Jeruſalem is now moſt truly built as a City that 
is compact together; when the two Independent 


Soveraignties of England and Scotland (the 


Thrones. of Judgement, the Thrones of the Houſe 


of David) are happily United into the One 


Invincible Monarchy of Great Britain. Peace 
be within ber Walls, and Proſperity within her 
Palaces ! The Happineſs of our preſent State 
will be beſt underſtood by our Conſidering the 
Days of Old, the Reflecting upon the unfor- 


tunate Condition of both Kingdoms before 


the Crowns were united in King James the 
Firſt ; whilſt Ephraim was againſt Manaſſes, 


and Manaſſes againſt Ephraim: when ſome 


Thouſands of the miſerable People on the 
| | Mi/arches 


„ 
—— — 
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Marches were continually forced to attend 
the Night- watches; and the Neighbouring Gen- 
tlemen and better ſort of Freeholders were in- 
ceſſantly fatigu'd with the conſtant Appointing 
and Tnſpefting of thole Guards. Such Ever- 
laſting Diſquiets as thele were the uncomfortable 
means of ſecuring that ſlender and precarious | 
Property, to which the Richeſt of our poor 
Bordering Anceſtors could pretend. Nor was 
this their ſingle Miſery. The Inhabitants on 
the Confines of theſe ſeparate and jealous Na- 
tions were not only ſubject to the Publick 
and Common Laws of their reſpective Coun- 
tries; but were alſo liable to Penalties, and 
even Capital Forfeitures, upon peculiar Edicts 
and Statutes of their own Growth, *Twas 
Death for any Man, within the Verge of ei- 
cher the Engliſh or Scotch Warden, to harbour 
a Vagrant Criminal, or to omit the aſſiſting in 
a Fray, at what dead time of the. Night ſoe- 
ver it might happen to come to his Houſe 
or Hamlet. Theſe and a Thouſand other 
Hardſhips were upon us in our Divided 
| State. ns 945 Nets 1:20) Hh ee 
After we became Subjects to One Sove- 
raign, we liv'd a little more like Men of the 
17701 fame 
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* Kindred and Family: we PE ups convers'd 
together as Brethren.; and, for a Hundred 
Vears paſt, were in a Contianal Expectance of 
being: thus firmly united into one Nation and 
Kingdom. The many Diſappointments, which 
our Hopes had hitherto met with, were ex- 
_—_— (indeed unſpeakably) afflicting. They 
forced the greateſt Part of our People to quit 
their Inheritances, and to look abroad for Re- 
ug Places of better Quiet and Security : 
whilſt the few. and beggarly Remains of us 
wanted both Hearts and NT Hands for the Im- 
prouement of our Grounds, and the ne- 
cefſary Support of our Families, piun d down 
- the | Ry; M; Yeries. of; our Burke 
I * 
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now a moſt Glorious Deliverance: and tis to, 

be bopd that when we mutually put che 

rene. Queltion,” What ſhall we render unto — Lord 
11 & 12. 

for all bis Benefits towards us ? the Joint Anſwer. 

and Reſolution will be in the following, 

Words of che Pſalniſt, We will tale the | Gap 

of Salvation, and call upon the Name of the Lord: 

As we have-long; had One God, Oue Faith and 

One: Baptiſm; ſo tis to be hop d that hence · 


715! | | forth | 
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forth it will be our General Alm and Eudea 
vour that we may all drink of One and the 
Jame Cup, and that there be but One Hol 
Communion amongſt us. Tis this that will 
moſt effeFtually unite our heretofore ſcatter d 
Forces, and bind us up together into One Boch: 
for, if the Lau of Nature has oblig'd us to 
love onr Neighbour as our ſelves, we fhall here 
be made fenfible that the Obligation is dou- 
bled by that Additional Tye which our Common 
Chriſtianity has laid upon us to do all the 
Good Offices we can in ſerving one another by 
Love, Then will our UNION be perfect 
and complete, when all Bitterneſs and Wrath, B 
and Anger, and Clamour, and Evil. fpeaking, is 
put away from us, with all Malice; and we are 
/ vifibly kind one to another, forgiving one ano- 
tber, even as God 2 ne sale bath forgiven 


Us, 


It we go forth, in his 5 of this Six 1 E pf. 126. 6. 
Vear, bearing ſuch precious Fruit as this, we 


ſhall doubtleſs come again (in the enſuing Mar- 
velt) with Joy; and bring a double Load of 
our Sheaves with us. And what will then 
remain, but that (in the Seventh Year) the 
whole Land keep a Sabbath unto the Lord, 
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who thus 3 — caus d his Clouds to 
drop Fatneſs upon Us. Our Victorious Sove- 
raign and Her People, Her Fleets and Her 
Armies,” ſhall then Ref from their Labours 3 
Reft in Peace, Plenty and Security; freed 
from all Aprebenſi ions of future Dangers, ei- 
ther from Tumultuous Inſurrections: at Home, 
. or Ambitious Inſults from Abroad! Then ſhall 
Pal.35- God's Salvation be for ever-nigh them that fear 
him, that Glory may dwell in our Land; Mercy 
and Truth having met together, Righteouſ _ 
and Peace having kiſſed each hers gb 


To God che Father « Ec. 75 


. r 


rr 
2 SLE 7 7 > -_ Ba. 
by 7 4 . £4 4 
1 8 * 
4 = 


